Whale Festival Fun at MacKerricher March 16 - 18

 

Whale Festival activities at MacKerricher State Park near Fort Bragg offer opportunities to enjoy the park and learn about whales, other marine life, and birds along the North Coast.

State Park Rangers or Docents will present public talks on whales on March 17 and 18, and will provide binoculars and a spotting scope to help visitors study whales and other fascinating marine and bird wildlife near MacKerricher’s shores.

A rare, reconstructed Gray Whale skeleton is on permanent display near the visitor center and Entry Kiosk. The skeleton is a composite of two whales that beached on the Mendocino Coast, two years apart. Humpback Whale bones are also on display giving a visual size perspective between the Grays and Humpbacks.

Friday, March 16: 7:00 PM - Close Encounters of the Marine Mammal Kind - Stories of personal encounters with marine mammals, including whales, told by people who experienced them. Meet at the MacKerricher Visitor Center, near the Entry Kiosk and Whale Skeleton.

Saturday, March 17: 11:00 AM - Whale Walk, led by a State Park Ranger The talk/walk starts at the MacKerricher Visitor Center and then proceeds to the whale skeleton before caravanning to Laguna Point for whale watching.

Saturday, March 17: - 1:00 PM Whale Scavenger Hunt and Whale Tail Puzzler activities for children and adults. Start at the MacKerricher Visitor Center and follow clues to different activity stations for answers to the questions on your Scavenger Hunt Questionnaire. Those who complete their answers receive a free prize.

Sunday, March 18: 11:00 AM - Whale Walk, led by a State Park Ranger. The talk/walk starts at the MacKerricher Visitor Center and then proceeds to the whale skeleton before caravanning to Laguna Point for whale watching.

Sunday, March 18: 1:00 PM - Kite Flying Contest for children of all ages. Prizes awarded to both adults and children. Nature kites are available at the MacKerricher Visitor Center, or you can bring your own. Adults and children are encouraged to participate.

Sunday, March 18: 1:00 PM – Bird Walk – David Jensen. Jensen will lead a bird tour at MacKerricher State Park. An avid member of the Audubon Society, Jensen will help people to identify the illusive birds by their songs. Bring binoculars if you have them. If not, MacKerricher has rentals. Meet at the Lake Cleone parking lot.

The MacKerricher Whale Festival 2007 is a perfect time and place to enjoy nature while learning more about the mysterious ocean giants who swim near the MacKerricher coastline.

For more information: MacKerricher Visitor Center 964.8898, Mendocino Area Parks Association 
937-4700, MacKerricher Entry Kiosk 964-1121, or at http://www.mendoparks.org.
